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Excerpt  froa  Stute  Department  Publioation 
of  Nazi  Forcifen  Office  Doouijents 
(Fa^e  ) 

It  v^as  the  Soviet  Union  --  not  the  llazis  —  which  sought 
the  1939  nonaggression  i.'>aot  that  led  to  Geriaany’s  invasion  of 
Poland. 

Moscow’s  price  v.as  the  secret  slicing  of  Europe  into  Nazi 
and  Soviet  spheres. 

The  CoMiunists  completed  Poland’s  destruction  and  gobbled 
up  Baltic  and  Rumanian  territories  even  more  rapaciously  than  the 
Nazis  expected* 

The  Russians  repeatedly  applauded  German  conquests  in  both 
East  and  V/est. 

« 

Moscow  was  even  ready  to  join  the  "anti-Comintern”  Axis  if 
its  price  was  met. 

Because  Hitler  balked  at  Stalin’s  price,  the  Germans,  not 
the  Russians,  broke  off  the  beautiful  friendship. 

V.'hat  the  documents  did  not  show  was  that  Nazi  Germany’s 
eventual  collapse  left  a  vacuum  in  Eastern  Europe  which  enabled 
Soviet  Union  not  only  to  achieve  its  original  aims  there  but  to 


far  beyond  them* 

A  digest  of  the  documents,  together  with  a  chronology  of 
events  that  surrounded  them,  follows; 

The  Headlines,  March  14,  1939;  Nazi  Germany  Occupies 
Bohemia -Morn  via  and  Slovakia,  Completing  Destruction  of_  . 
Czechoslovakia  begun  at  Munich* 


r, » 
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Memorandum  bj  Baron  P,rnbt  vcn  Weizsaoker, 

State  Secretary  in  Oerman  Foreign  Office, 

April  17,  1939 

The  Rusbian  Aababi>ador  (i»lexoi  llerekaloff)  stated 
approximately  as  follov,s:  Russian  policy  had  always  moved  in  a 
straight  line.  Ideological  d  iff  ^rencob  of  opinion  ....  did 
not  have  to  prove  a  stumbling  block  Vvith  regard  to  Germany  .  .  .  . 
There  exists  for  Russia' no  reason  why  she  should  not  live  with 
us  on  a  normal  footing,  i^nd  from  norraal,  the  relations  might 
become  better  and  better. 
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Memorandum  bj  Boron  ^’rnst  vcn  v.'eizsacker 
State  Secretary  in  German  Foreign  Cffi''e* 
April  17,  1939  "  ’ 


The  Rusbibu  Anlobi-ador  (iilexoi  Lerekaloff )  stated 
approximately  as  follows:  Russian  rolioy  had  always  moved  in  a 
straight  line.  Ideological  d  irf-;.ro..3eii  of  opinion  .  .  .  .  dii 
not  nave  to  prove  a  stuxabling  blocK  v^ith  regard  to  Gerxiany  .  .  ,  , 
There  exists  for  Russia'  no  reason  why  she  should  not  live  vdth 
us  on  a  normal  footing,  itnd  from  normal,  the  relations  might 
become  better  and  better. 
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of  Kajii  Foreign  Offii^e 

'jiiice  Documents 

(rae;0 

Heiuorsndum  by  Dr.  ^rncit 
state  secretary 

June  15,  1939  01  lice, 

(The  Bulgarian  Minlater  eaiiad  to  report  oot^Wentially 
that  Oeorgei  AstaKhoff,  Rusalan  eharte  la  Berlin,  had  oonPlded 
the  followins:)  The  Soviet  Union  fated  the  preeent  vorld  situetlo 
«lth  hesitation.  She  v,as  vaelllatlns  between  three  possibilities, 

namely  the  conclusion  of  a  nuct  with  Vn-iinvw  «  ■  vn 

p  uiLn  .entiland  ana  France,  a  further 

dilatory  treatment 'of  the  pact  negotiations,  and  a  rapprochement 

with  Germany.  This  last  possibility,  with  which  ideological 

considerations  would  not  have  to  become  involved,  was  closest  to 

esires  of  the  Soviet  Union  . If  Germany  would  declare 

she  would  not  attack  the  Soviet  Union  or  tliat  she  would 

non  aggression  i.)Oct  with  her,  the  Soviet  Union  would 

probably  refrain  from  concluding  a  treaty  with  England. 
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^  in  cfate  Departfiient  rublicQtion 
Exoenrt'j.^?  joroi^T, 'Ofl  loo  Dn"".-'»r.ts 


(rage 


«^6ent.3jcrat^rel0|r- 
Oeman  AQWssador^to  Kosoovi,  June  .9. 

,  ted  out  (to  uolotoff)  that  via  vould  -violoone  a 
'  of  the  relatlona  between  Oernany  and  Soviet  Russia 

noraalUation  _  .  .  the  foreign  polity  of  the  Soviet 

..olotoff  ,tth  the  pronountenants  of  its 

,vern.ont  wus,^^  ,,,  oultlvatlon  of  good  relations  with  all 

"t’  °  aid  this  Of  course  applied  -  provided  there  was 
countries,  and  this  oi 

reciprocity  -  to  Oermanj’  too. 
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rvnflrut  from  State  Depertraent  rubllcation 
of  ITasi  foreign  Of fi  30  Dn-.:K5r.ts 


(rage 

Urgent  secret  Telotram  from  Count 
I’riearich  V/.  von  der  Schulenburg, 

Cerman  Ambassador  to  Moscow,  June  c9, 

1939 

I  pointed  cut  (to  Molotoff)  that  we  would  welcome  a 
normalization  of  tha  relationa  batveen  Germany  and  Soviet  Russia  ,  . 
-olotoft  raplled  that  ....  tha  forolgn  polioy  of  the  Soviet 
.v  ;r;.mont  was,  in  aooordanco  with  the  pronounoements  of  its 
loaders,  aimed  at  the  cultivation  of  good  relations  with  all 
oountrles,  and  this  of  course  applied  -  provided  there  was 
reciprocity  —  to  Germanj'  too  a 
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iCxcorpt  Proci  State  Department  Publication 
of  Nazi  Foreign  Office  Documents 


Most  lU’gent  telegraxu  from  Gernian  Foreign 
Minister  Joachim  von  Ribbentrop  to  ^ 
oohulenburg,  >iugust  I4,  I939 


I  request  that  you  call  upon  Herr  Molotoff  personally  and 
communicate  to  him  the  follov;ing;  The  ideological  contradictions 
between  National  Socialist  Germany  and  the  Soviet  Union  were  in 
past  years  the  sole  reason  why  Germany  and  the  U.S.S.R,  stood 
opposed  to  each  other  in  two  separate  and  hostile  camps.  The 
developments  of  the  recent  period  seem  to  show  that  differing 
world  outlooks  do  not  prohibit  a  reasonable  relationship  between 

the  two  states,  and  the  restoration  of  cooperation  of  a  new  and 
friendly  type  .... 

The  Headlines,  August  16,  1939:  German  Demands  for  Danzig 
and  Polish  Corridor  Tiireaten  German-Polish  war. 
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Very  urgent  secret  telegram  from 
Schulenburg,  August  16,  1939 


(I.’olotoff  states)  that  the  Soviet  Government  warmly 

welcomed  German  intentions  of  improving  relations . He 

was  interested  in  the  question  of  how  the  German  Government  was 
disposed  to  the  idea  of  concluding  a  nonaggression  pact  with  .the 
Soviet  Union,  and  further,  whether  the  German  Government  was 
prepared  to  influence  Japan  for  the  purpose  of  improvement  in 
Sov iet-Japanese  relations  .  .  •  •  i  and  vvhether  a  possible  joint 
guarantee  of  the  Baltic  States  was  contemplated  by  Geriaanyi 
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I 

I 

urgent  telegram  from  Ribbentrop  , 

to  bchulenburgj  /iugust  l6,  1939  I 

The  points  brought  up  by  Herr  Uolotoff  are  in  eoeordanoe  I 

with  Gerirjan  desires.  i 
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•  • 

Very  urgent  secret  telegram  from 
Schulenbui’g,  iiugust  19,  1939 

The  Soviet  nonaggression  pact  draft  reads  as  follows  .  .  . 
Both  high  contracting  parties  obligate  themselves  to  desist  ‘  ‘ 
reciprocally  irom  anj  act  01  violence  and  any  aggressive  action 
whatsoever  toward  each  other,  or  from  an  attack  on  each  other 
either  individually  or  jointly  v/ith  other  powers  .... 
Postscript,  The  present  pact  shall  be  valid  only  if  a  special 
protocol  is  signed  simultaneously. 
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Excerpt  from  State  Department  Publication 
of  Ka^i  B’oroiyi  Office  Documents 


Very  ur^^ent  telegram  fror.i  Adolf  Hitler 
to  Joseph  Stalin,  iiugust  ,  1939 


I  sincerely  v;eloome  the  signing  of  a  nev<  Gorman-Soviet 
coionercial  ogreeraent  as  ti;o  first  step  in  the  reordering  of 
German-Soviet  relations  .  The  conclusion  of  a  non-at,gression  pact 
with  the  Soviet  Union  means  to  mo  the  establishment  of  a  long- 
range  Geriien  policy.  Germany  thereby  resumes  a  political  course 
that  was  beneficial  to  both  states  during  by-gone  centuries  .  .  . 
I  accept  the  draft  of  the  nonaggression  pact  that  your  foreign 
minister,  Herr  llolotoff,  delivered! 
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from  State  Department  Publioation 
^  of  razi  iTorelLb  \fflo0  Documents 


(rage 


Vorv  urgent  secret  telegram  from 
Stalin  to  Hitler ,  Aug.  21,  1939 


Ihe  esssnt  of  the  Ger.T.»n  Government  to  the  conelueion 

of  a  nolaggresaion  paot  provides  the  foundation  for  eliminating 

the  politioal  tension  and  tor  the  estahlishment  of  peace  and 

collaboration  betv.een  our  countries. 

2  1  1939:  Gerioany  and  Husaia 

The  Headlines,  August 
sign  Honat^ression  Pact 
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Excerpt  froxu  State  De.artment  Publication 
of  Kazi  I’oroitiJi  Office  Dncuinents 


(Page 

Very  secret  hiGraorandum  of  conversation 
betv.een  Stalin,  Molotoff,  and  Ribbentrop, 
in  Mosoovy,  itugust  23,  1939 

The  Reich  foreicn  lainljtor  observed  that  the  anti -Comintern 
^■oct  was  basically  directed  not  ofeainst  the  Soviet  Union  but 
against  the  V'estern  democracies  .  .  .  .  ,  Herr  Stalin  interposed 
tliat  the  anti-Comintern  pact  had  in  fact  frigiitoned  principally 
the  City  of  Jx)ndon  and  the  small  British  merchants.  The  Reich 
foreign  minister  concurred  and  (quoting  a  joke  among  Berliners, 

added;)  "Stalin  v;ill  yet  join  the  i\nti-Comintern  pact" . 

Herr  Stalin  spontaneously  proposed  a  toast  to  the  Fuhrer, 
as  follows-;  "I  know  how  much  the  German  nation  loves  its 
Fuhrer;  I  should  therefore  like  to  drink  to  his  heelth"  .... 
Herren  Holotoff  and  Stalin  drank  repeatedly  to  the  nonaggression 
’.>act,  to  the  new  era  of  German-Russian  relations,  and  to  th 
German  nation  ....  Kerr  Stalin  addressed  to  the  Reich  foreign 
minister  words  to  this  effect;  "The  Soviet  Governiient 
new  pact  very  seriously.  He  could  guarantee  on  his  word 


that  the  Soviet  Union  v»ould  not  betray  its  partner* 
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eta  to  Do:  orti.tent  Publioation 
2*0"'^  K^i  For^'lSJ'  Do-,uaor.ts 


(raciO 

protocol  to  Gernion- 
Seoret  ,  .,j,ejsicn  peot,  sltned  in 

3USSW"  <.nd  Kolotoff, 

,:o300«  23,  1939 

« 

ent  01  a  teiriboiial  and  loUUoal  reanranse-nt 

tn  U.0  Balbio  .baton  (Finland.  Estonia, 

.  in  tne  aroaa  bolon.  n  3,311 

.  lotvla.  Utbuanla).  ^  Germany 

.opnesent  the  boundary.  ,,  i,nuenoe  of 

•  .nd  the  U.S.S.B.  .  .^.  3i,proxi«atoly  by  the 

Germany  and  the  D.S.-..-  •  33^.  The  question  of 

lino  of  tue  rivers  Karev-.  ^^3  „.3l„nenv 

.  nhether  the  interests  of  bo  .  ^  ,3 

.  of  nn  independent  Polish  state  ®'‘  “  „33,33  of 

bounded  oan  only  be  definitely  de  e  -  ^  Southeaster 

further  political  developments  .  ,.  •  •  Interest 

Rurope  attention  is  called  by  the  o  po3«nla). 

•  in  Bessarabia  (the  northeasts  P  j'azis  Invade 

'  The  Headlines,  September  1-  193  _  ^lare  -ter  on 

Polend.,  Tvo  nays  later.  Britain  and  France  .e 

Germany ., 

I 
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Exoerpt  from  State  Doi'ortiuent  Publication 
of  Nazi  Forei^jji  Offioe  Docuirents 


(Page 


Very  urgent  telegram  from  ^chulenburg, 
September  9,  1939 

I  have  just  received  the  follov<ing  telephone  message 
from  Molotoff ”1  hove  received  your  coirnuunication  regarding 
the  entry  of  German  troops  into  V/arsaw.  Please  convey  my 
congratulations  and  greetings  to  the  German  Reich  Government." 
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-vnerr^t  from  State  Derertment  Publication 
'  of  Ha^i  Foreign  Office  DoouiTBnts 


(Page 


Very  urgent,  strictly  secret  telegram 
from  Gchulenburg,  Sei-t ember  10,  1939 


(rolotolt)  stated  that  tne  oovlet  Government  had  Intended 
to  take  the  oooeelon  of  the  further  edvanoe  of  Germen  troops  to 
declare  thet  Poland  vae  fa  nine  apart  and  that  It  v,ae  neceeeary 
for  the  soviet  Union,  In  ooi.se<iUenoe,  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
Ukrainians  and  the  Vlhlte  Russians  (-living  v.lthln  the  old  Polish 

border  3). • 
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Cxcerpt  froa  State  Dei^artment  Publication 
of  Fazi  Foreie^i  Office  Documents 

(I’oge 


Verj  ui’gent,  strictly  secret  telegram 
from  Ribbentrop  to  Sohuleuburg,  bept.  15, 
1939 


I  request  that  you  communicate  the  following  to  Herr 

I'olotoff  at  once . ’'  'e  assume  that  the  Soviet  OovernriBnt 

will  take  a  hand  militarily,  and  that  it  intends  to  begin  its 
operation  now.  \7e  welcome  this.  The  Soviet  Governxnent  thus 
relieves  us  of  the  necessity  of  annihilating  the  remainder  of  the 
Polish  Army  by  j'urauing  it  as  for  as  the  Russian  boundary.** 


# 
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Excerpt  from  Stote  Loportmoiit  -’’ubiioation 
of  ICazi  ynroi^.ji  Cffioo  Doc’LU.iOiits 


Very  ur.jOiL  t  secret  telefirsm  f 'ora 
Schu.leiiburg,  G'^^itombor  17,  1939 

t 

Gtaliri  received  me  st  2  o’clock  at  riig*;t  ....  and 
-icl'.rcd  th'..t  tue  Rod  Artiy*’  v-ould  cross  the  Goviet  (Polish)  border 
this  morning  at  6  o'clock  oloiie.  tho  v.i.olu  line. 

The  Headlines,  So^tetiber  17,  Hed  krmy  Invades 

Poland,  CoLipleting  Her  Destruction. 
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(FuiiO 

Declaration  of  the  rjorman  and  Ru&sj  an 
Govorrnasn to  -b;.  Ribboiitrop  and  L’olotoff 
ooptuuibur  19;^9 

(i-.ft.u’  partitioning  Poland  and  allot tiiig  Lithuania  to 
Russia  in  ac-jordance  v.itl.  Stalin’s  proiosal  above,  tho  t.vo 
governnfents)  mutually  express  their  conviction  tiiat  it  would 
servo  the  true  interests  of  all  peoples  to  put  an  end  to  ’Lho 
state  of  v.ar  existiiig  at  present  betwoon  Germany  on  tho  oiu'  side 
•ind  England  end  France  on  the  other  ....  Should,  however,  the 
efforts  of  the  two  governments  remain  fruitless,  this  would 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  Znglond  and  France  ere  responsible  for 
the  continuation  of  tho  war,  v-heroupon  (Germany  and  Russia)  shall 
engage  in  mutual  consultations  (on)  necessary  measures. 
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^btutinj)  ”thut  tho  govorn.-jut  of  th.-j  i»  c  c-  r.  ^ 

is  willing  .  .  . 
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Sxccirpt  froa  Stbt  j  Doportinont  rublicatinn 
of  Ke-^i  Of  fie  o  IJoourri;nt3 


Very  urgJLt,  strictly  secret  talesraxa 
froji  ocbuloi.Lure  to  liibb^ntrcj 
March  30,  1940 


All  our  obsorvbtions  ....  coiifirm  that  the  Soviet 
Goveriimont  is  doterminod  to  cll..^^  to  r  .utrslity  in  the  present 
war  and  to  avoid  os  much  os  possiblo,  anything  that  might  involve 
it  in  a  conflict  v.ith  the  Western  powers.  This  must  have  boon 

one  of  the  main  reasons  v.hy  the  Soviet  Govorniiisnt  broke  off  the 
war  against  Finland. 

The  f.'ihdlines.  April  9,  1940;  Germany  Overruns  Denmark 
and  Attacks  horway,  Beginning  Conquest  of  the  V/ost. 
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Exc>-.rpt  from  State  Dopartniiint  Publioation 
of  Nazi  Foraign  Office  Documents 


(Pago 

Vary  urgent,  sucrot  telegram  from 
Schulanburg,  April  9,  1940 

(Aftor  being  informed  of  the  Gorman  invasion  of  Deiunark 
and  Norway)  Uolotoff  doclorod  that  tho  Soviet  Govornnfcnt  understood 
the  mousuros  which  were  forced  upon  Germany.  Tho  English  .... 
had  disregarded  completely  the  rights  of  neutral  nations.  In 
conclusion,  Molotoff  said  literally;  »v;o  wish  Germany  complete 
success  in  her  defensive  moasuros,” 
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I^xcerpt  from  Stoto  Doiartment  PubUcation 
of  Nozi  xi^orol^,!!  Of  floe  Documents 


(Page 

Memorandum  from  Schulenburg,  April  11,  1940 

For  some  time  v<e  hove  observed  in  the  Soviet  Government 
a  distinct  shift  which  v/es  unfavorable  to  us  (with  regard  to  visas, 
Gerien  nationals,  naval  bases,  and  oil  and  grain  shipments). 

I  suspect  that  the  tremondcus  clamor  of  our  enemies  and  their  sharp 
attacks  on  neutrals  —  particularly  on  the  Soviet  Union  --  and 
on  neutrality  in  general  were  not  v.ithout  effect  upon  the  Soviet 
Government,  so  that  it  feared  being  forced  by  the  Entente  into 
a  grout  war  for  which  it  v;as  not  prepared.  (But  a  conversation 
with  Molotoff  Ai’ril  9  revealed)  that  the  Soviet  Government  had 
again  made  a  complete  about-face  ....  Herr  Molotoff  was 
affiability  itself,  willingly  received  all  our  complaints  and 
promised  relief.  ...  I  was  completely  amazed  at  the  change.  In 
my  opinion  there  is  only  one  explanation  for  this  about-face: 
our  Scandinavian  operations  must  have  relieved  the  Soviet 
Government  enormously. 
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Excerpt  from  State  Departmont  Publication 
of  Nazi  Foroiiin  Office  Documents 

(Page 

Very  ur-^ent  telogran  from  Schulenburc, 

June  18,  1940 

Molotoff  .  •  •  expressed  the  wermest  congratulations  of 
the  soviet  Goverm.iont  on  the  splendid  suooess  of  the  Go-aan  orned 
forces.  Thereupon,  Kolotoff  informed  mo  of  the  Soviet  action 
(of  military  oocujetion)  against  the  Baltic  States.  lie  ended  .  . 
that  it  had  become  necostary  to  put  on  end  to  all  the  intrigues 
by  Which  England  and  France  had  tried  to  sow  discord  and  mistrust 
between  Germany  and  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Baltic  States. 

The  Koadlines,  June  22,  19M!  Collapse  of  France  Leaves 

Britain  Alone  Fighting  Geri-iany. 
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Excerpt  froia  Sbete  Department  Publication 
of  Nazi  Forol^’n  Office  Documents 


(page 


Very  urgent  telegram  from  Sohulenburg, 
Juno  1940 


l^)lotoff  made  the  following  statement  to  me  today;  The 
solution  of  the  Bessarabian  quootion  brooked  no  further  delay. 

The  Soviet  Governnxsnt  was  still  striving  for  a  peaceful  solution, 
but  it  was  determined  to  use  force,  should  the  Rumanian  Government 
deolino  a  peaceful  agreement.  The  Soviet  claim  likev;ise  extended 
to  Bucovina,  which  had  a  Ukrainian  population. 
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Excerpt  froia  Stete  Dei^artment  Publication 
of  Nazi  Eoroi^yi  Office  Documents 

(Face 


Very  urgent  secret  telegram  from 
Echulenbui'g,  July  13,  1940 


On  instructions  from  Stalin,  Molotoff  gave  me  a  memorandum 
•  of  this  conversation  (between  Stalin  and  Sir  Stafford  Cripps,  then 
British  Ambassador  to  Moscow).  Cripps  (said);  The  British 
Government  was  convinced  that  Germany  was  striving  for  hegemony 
in  Europe  end  wanted  to  engulf  all  European  countries.  This  was 
dangerous  to  the  Soviet  Union  as  well  as  England,  Therefore 
both  countries  ought  to  agree  on  a  common  policy  of  self-protection 
against  Germany  .  ,  .  The  British  Government  was  of  the  opinion  that 
unification  and  leadership  of  the  Balkan  countries  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  status  quo  v^as  rightly  the  task  of  the  Soviet 
Union  .  .  .  The  interests  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  (Turkish) 

-  Straits  must  bo  safeguarded. 

Stalin's  answers  are  given  as  follovifs:  .•  .  »•  He  did  not  see 

$ 

any  danger  of  the  hegemony  of  any  one  country  in  Europe  and  still 
less  any  danger  that  Europe  might  be  engulfed  by  Germany  .  .  . 

Stalin  was  not  of  the  opinion  that  Geriaany  military  successes 
menaced  the  Soviet  Union  and  her  friendly  relations  v<ith  Germany  .  • 
In  btal in ' 8 ^opinion  no  power  hod  the  right  to  an  exclusive 
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role  in  the  consolidation  and  leadership  of  the  Balkan  countries. 
The  Soviet  Union  did  not  claim  such  a  mission  either  .  .  •  The 
soviet  Union  was  in  fact  opposed  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  ol 
Turkey  over  the  Straits, 
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Very  urgent  secret  tolo^iroiii  from 
Schulenburg,  Sept.  1,  1940 

(Co'nueatlng  on  the  Hitlur-l.ueaolini  arbitration  redrawing 
the  Mungoriun-Rumuni&n  frontier,  Molotoff  said:)  This  violated 
existing  agreements  and  conflicted  v-ith  assurances  the  Soviet 
Government  had  received  from  Germany  regarding  questions  of 
comc.on  interest  to  both  countries.  The  present  case  involved  two 
of  the  Soviet  Union’s  neighbors,  where  she  naturally  had  interest.. 
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